ſwaded, according as many Eminent 


The Suffering” 


© &$ 


Of the PEOPLE commonly Called 


QUAKERS, 


Relating to OATHES and SWE ARING, Hmumbly Offered. 


T is not unknown'to this Nation, that ever ſince we were a People, 
it hath been our Principle not to Swear, make or take Oathes, 
which He who is the fearcher of all Hearts knows, is no other 
than a Caſe of pure Conſcience, in tender Qbedience to the Mind 
of 'Qur Bleſſed\Lord and Soon [ofme Chriſt, as we are fully per- 

artyrs, and Men of Wiſdom and 

Renown were who Tefſtified againſt Oathes and Swearing in the Goſpel- 

Day, and. not any Obſtinacy, Diſaffe&ion or Worldly Intereſt whatſoever 

on our parts : We being really Willing and Deſirous to Anſwer the Juſt 


-and Good Ends of Law and Government, as a peaceable People fearing 


God, and for this Canſe of not Swearing we have beencxpoled to great 
Sufferings and Inconveniences in our. Perſons and Eſtates, by tedious Im- 
priſonments, and Diſabled from Receiving Our due Debts, or defending 
Our Tuft Titles and Properties ; not ſuffered to give Evidence in Courts of 
Fudicature at Common or Civil Law, nor to Anſwer in Chancery. or Ex- 
chequer, prove Wills and Teſtaments, or take Adminiſtrations, or to pro- 
ceed in our Trades at Cuſtom-Houſe, or be admitted to our Lands, or 
Truſted in our Dutics,and Services in Courts Leet, and Courts Baron,” but 
great Advantage is taken apainſt us, becauſe we ſo fear an Oath, as that 
we Dare not Swear : | For. which caule alſo our Children and Toung Menare 
not Allowed their Freedoms in Cities or Corporations, when they have 


Faithfully ſerved ont their Apprentiſhips. Nor admitted to give our Voices 


in Ele&ions of Magiſtrates, and Parliament Members in divers Places, 
tho known to have Rightthereunto as Free-holders, &*c. 
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«iS 'n aycre DES Our Requeſt is, That in all Caſes where 
04TH E > Jmpoſed, - and Swearing Required, Onr Word, 
that. is, our Soltinn Affirmation or Denial as in the fear a 1 pre- 


we Humbly Offer, and' freely ſubmit, "that if eny under 1 


alſbood in any "Vf 


or. gi 
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their Affirmation. or Denial, 
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ſence of God may be accepted inflead of an O AT H, for wi 7k 
P rofeſſion,awong us, break, their:Word, or be found falle"in; lah 
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